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Acta Apostolorum, she Luck ad Theophilum liber alter, secundam 
formam quae videtur Romanam. Edidit Fridericus Blass. (Lipsiae 
in aedibus B. G. Teubneri, 1896, pp. xxxii+96, paper, nmo, M. 2.) 
It is probably as it should be that our standard editions and translations 
of the New Testament present the so-called eastern text of the book 
of Acts. At the same time, the western or Roman text, with its numer- 
ous, sometimes important, variant readings and additions, deserves 
more consideration than it has commonly received. Dr. Blass here 
contributes an instrument of no little value to this end. He has 
attempted to work out this western or Roman text, basing it upon the 
Greek text of Codex Bezae (D) with its parallel Latin version, and 
presenting the readings from other Greek and Latin manuscripts, from 
Syriac, Coptic, and Latin versions, and from Greek and Latin fathers. 
The text is printed continuously, with the variants in footnotes, and the 
peculiarities of the western text are presented to the eye by the means 
of spaced type (which indicates readings supported by Greek manu- 
scripts), or perpendicular type (which indicates readings with only Latin 
or Syriac support). The critical apparatus is, therefore, supplied for the 
reconstruction and estimate of the western text, and Dr. Blass' work 
will be appreciated and used. In the preface he has taken occasion to 
restate his hypothesis of the two Lucan recensions, set forth in his Acta 
Apostolorum (1895), and to defend it against the adverse criticism of 
many scholars, German and English. A careful consideration is also 
given to the authorities for the text. — C. W. Votaw. 

The Ante- Nicene Fathers. Translations of the Writings of the Fathers 
down to A. D. 325. Original supplement to the American edition. 
Edited by Allan Menzies, D.D. Vol. IX. (New York : Christian 
Literature Company, 1896, $4.) Every scrap of new information on 
this period is eagerly sought. This volume is sure to have a most favor- 
able reception, because it supplements important deficiencies. For 
instance : " A portion of a gospel has been recovered which was read 
in the latter part of the second century in certain Christian churches, 
and purports to be the work of the apostle Peter." .... "The epistles 
of Clement have recovered their concluding portions," and there are 
" portions of two of the most important commentaries of Origen. . . ." 

"The circumstances of these various discoveries, and also of others 
of a similar nature, are stated in the introduction prefixed by the writers 
in this volume to the various pieces, and it will be seen that scholars 
of many lands have taken part in them." The Diatesseron of Tatian 
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is here for the first time translated from Arabic into English. — J. W. 
Moncrief. 

Die Ambrosiamschen Tituli. Eine litlerarhistorisch-archaologische 
Studie von Sebastian Merkle. Mit einer Ausgabe der Tituli als 
Anhang. Sonderabdruck aus der Romischen Quartalschrift, X, 185-222. 
(Rom, 1896; Freiburg i. B. : Herder'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung ; St. 
Louis: B. Herder; pp. 42, $0.22 net.) Franz Juret published in 1589, 
in Vol. VIII of Bibliotheca Patrum (edited by M. de la Bigne, Paris), 
twenty-one distichs that are supposed to have been titles by Ambro- 
sius written originally under paintings in the church at Milan. With- 
out giving his own source, Juret introduced them : "incipiunt disticha 
sancti Ambrosii de diversis rebus quae in basilica Ambrosiana scripta 
sunt." Almost all recent editors of Ambrosius and critics of early 
Christian literary monuments have denied their genuineness, with the 
exception of de Rossi, Inscript. Christ., Vol. II, 1, p. 160, whom 
Merkle follows. Our author argues that Ambrosius has always been 
known as the author of some metrical inscriptions, graven in stone, 
etc., and thus preserved longer. There are good reasons, also, in 
favor of the genuineness of these twenty-one distichs, tituli, as the 
work of Ambrosius. External witnesses are these: (1) Juret's intro- 
ductory words, which, however, cannot be proved to have rested on 
older sources ; (2) traces, though very faint, of early, lost collections 
and sayings ; (3) a line from these distichs preserved in two codices of 
the ninth century ; (4) a remark by Gennadius, De vir. ill., 13 ; (5) their 
imitation in Prudentius' Dittochaeum, whose genuineness, though 
doubted by many, our author is about to show conclusively. The dis- 
tichs themselves show great probability of Ambrosian authorship. 
Type and symbolism show nothing that militates against their being 
the work of Ambrosius ; in style and languge they agree with other 
acknowledged writings of the bishop, as Biraghi has shown. The 
writer of these tituli does not yet know the Vulgate, which would be 
impossible in post-Ambrosian times. Neither can the iconographic 
objections, raised by many, be upheld. The description given by the 
tituli refers to pictures which could easily have existed at that time. 
(This, however, is denied by many important critics.) The author 
finally traces the original order of the whole cycle, according to which 
he prints the text of the twenty-one tituli, which to students of 
Ambrose must be a welcome addition ; together with the critical appa- 
ratus to these, from Biraghi's edition, which, however, is so vague and 



